THE GREATER PHILADELPHIA REGIONAL COMPACT FOR SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, AND MATH (STEM) EDUCATION

—WHAT IT MEANS TO SIGN THE COMPACT—

Signing the Compact means that representatives from the signing organization agree to share in developing and implementing collaborative initiatives that will help the Compact fulfill its mission.  Not every organization that signs the Compact will participate in every opportunity, but it is strategically important that all opportunities be transparent and shared to effect robust synergy.

Signing the Compact means supporting the strategic intent of the Compact and the fundamental perspectives of the group, namely: 

· That the work of the Compact partners is an integrated educational and economic development initiative undertaken to support regional economic growth and to enable all individuals to participate fully in the regional economy
· That STEM education is focused on and driven by the necessity to develop talent that meets the education and skills attainment anticipated by Compact partners for regional innovation and the 21st century marketplace of ideas and jobs
· That STEM education and the strategic intent of the Compact are fundamentally important to both the immediate and long term economic development of the Greater Philadelphia region
· That advancing the STEM agenda brings with it the opportunity for all citizens to become STEM literate, fully engaged in careers with a future, and contributors to improving the quality of life and standard of living of households throughout the region
· That we coordinate state, federal, and private funding requests for STEM education and collaborate in creating new STEM funding opportunities for the region
· That we create and support a regional STEM communications plan and coordinate our STEM-related communications to elected and appointed government officials
· That we develop and pursue common quantitative regional goals developed within an integrated research, development, and education agenda 
· That we support the planning process of the Commonwealth’s NGA STEM Center initiative, including participating in regional asset mapping for STEM education
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